Lowell Rural Fire Protection District

Meeting Minutes of the Board of Directors – Dec 13, 2023

Call to Order – At 1704 by Director Prenevost.
Roll Call – J. Prenevost, B. Burr, J. Myers, J. Walker
Additions to the Agenda – None
Comments from the Floor – None
Approval of October 2023 Minutes – B. Burr made the motion to approve the minutes. J. Myers seconded the motion. No discussion. Motion passed.   
Correspondence – None
Unfinished Business – None 
Treasurers Report – Chief Dragt reported tax receipts are at 74% of projected income.  Several budgeted items are higher than anticipated; Fidelity Bond looks to be double-charged and should be refunded.  Board Ethics expense doubled from last year due to a new house bill. This is a required payment.  The last payment on the Station 2 property is being made in December.  Chief added that many companies are moving to a 10-day net due. Chief requested a credit card limit increase.
J Myers moved to increase the Banner Bank credit card limit on Nathan Brown’s Banner Bank credit card to $5,000. B. Burr seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously. 

J. Myers moved to pay the bills. B. Burr seconded the motion. Motion passed.

New Business
The air fill station compressor is frozen.  Chief provided 3 quotes for a new air fill station. The highest is $105k for a one-piece unit; the other two are for 2-piece units for $88k and $87k.  All bids are for higher models than the station currently has. Receipt turn-around time is 4-6 weeks after ordering for the quickest unit.  Bottles are currently being filled at Dexter.
Chief shared the Sheriff’s Office boat is now available for purchase by LRFPD. Lowell Fire has been waiting for the boat to come up for sale.
Chief Dragt discussed funding options for both the compressor and boat needs.J. Prenevost spoke to the current interest rate status and suggested a line of credit would benefit the department.  B. Burr and J. Myers agreed.  J. Prenevost suggested a 200k line of credit be pursued by the Chief. Chief noted any purchase still needs approved by the board over 10k regardless of the line of credit amount.

J. Myers moved authorize Chief Dragt to obtain a line of credit in the amount of $200,000k from a banking institution on behalf of Lowell Rural Fire District that offers the district the most acceptable terms.  B. Burr seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

J. Myers moved to authorize Chief Dragt to purchase a boat from the Lane County Sheriff’s office and air-fill station which best meets the Fire District’s needs.  B. Burr seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

Comments from the Floor. None.
Chief’s Update.  
A Fire Academy has started with 10 recruits now in training.  Saturday is the annual Holiday Dinner at the Fire Station at 6pm.  The Christmas Tree lighting and Parade participation were successful.  Chief reported the status on Director Ballenger.
Board Comments.  The board discussed current and future Board Membership.

Calls for August. 20 Total Calls for September. – 15 Rescue, 10 EMS 3 Hazardous conditions, 1 False Alarm.
Board Comments – None.
Next Meeting, Next Meeting January 10 @ 1700 hrs.
Adjourned – 1728 hrs.
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