Lowell Rural Fire Protection District Outdoor Burn Rules and Regulations

Outdoor burning in compliance with the Lowell Rural Fire Protection District Rules and Regulations does not exempt any person from any civil or criminal liability for consequences or damages resulting from such burning, nor does it exempt any person from complying with any other applicable law, ordinance, regulation, rule, permit, order or decree of this or any other governmental entity having jurisdiction.
OUTDOOR BURNING REQUIREMENTS
(1) General requirements to be met by all outdoor burning conducted in accordance to Lowell Rural Fire Protection District’s Rule and Regulations.
a. All outdoor burning shall be constantly attended by a responsible person or an expressly authorized agent, until extinguished.
b. It shall be the duty of each responsible person to promptly extinguish any burning which is in violation of any of Lowell Rural Fire Protection District Rules and regulations or any permit issued by an appropriate agency.
c. No person shall cause, or allow to be initiated or maintained, any outdoor burning which is prohibited by the burning advisory issued by LRAPA.
d. No person shall cause. Or allow to be initiated or maintained, any outdoor burning which creates a nuisance or hazard to public safety.
e. No person shall cause, or allow to be initiated or maintained, outdoor burning of any material which normally emits dense smoke, noxious odors, or hazardous air contaminants; such materials may include but are not limited to garbage, plastics, wire, insulation, automobile parts, asphalt, petroleum by-products, petroleum-treated materials, rubber products, cardboard, clothing, animal remains and grass clippings.
f. To promote efficient burning and prevent excessive emissions of smoke, each responsible person shall assure that all combustible material is dried to the extent practicable and loosely stacked or windrowed to eliminate dirt, rocks and other non-combustible materials; and periodically restacked or feed the burning pile to enhance combustion.
g. Burning in barrels is prohibited.
(2) Residential Outdoor Burning Requirements
The residential outdoor burning season is October 1 through June 15, with the following restrictions:
a. Residential outdoor burning is allowed only on approved burning days by LRAPA. The start and end times for burning vary and are set as part of the daily burning advisory issued by LRAPA.
b. Outdoor burn piles must be extinguished by the end time set by LRAPA.
c. The total fuel area is no more than four (4) feet in width by four (4) feet in length by four (4) feet in height.
d. No open flames on or within twenty-five (25) feet of any structure and/or within fifteen (15) feet from a fence.
e. Vegetation will be cleared a minimum of six (6) feet around piles prior to burning.
f. A garden hose is connected to a water supply and readily available to extinguish the fire.
(3) Construction/Demolition Outdoor Burning Requirements
a. Prohibited
(4) Commercial Outdoor Burning Requirements
a. Prohibited
(5) Industrial Outdoor Burning Requirements
a. Prohibited
(6) Forest Slash Burning Requirements
a. Forest Slash outdoor burning is regulated by the Oregon Department of Forestry (ODF) pursuant to Oregon Revised Statutes (ORS) 477.515
(7) Other Outdoor Burning (these fires will be regulated by fire season conditions)
a. Recreational fire
i. Burning a small fire, no larger than three (3) feet in diameter and two (2) feet in height using manufactured fire logs or clean, dry, natural firewood as fuel. This is limited to campfires, fires in chimineas, patio fireplaces, fire pits or other similar devices on private property or in designated areas on public land. No construction, demolition, commercial, yard or trash may be burned.
b. Religious Ceremonial
i. Burning legal materials in a controlled outdoor fire that is integral to a religious ceremony or ritual. If larger than three (3) feet in diameter and two (2) feet in height, a LRAPA letter permit and fire department authorization are required.
(8) Outdoor Burning Advisory Information
a. A responsible party must confirm with LRAPA by calling 541-726-3976 or checking at www.lrapa.org the day of the burn.
b. Further questions may be directed to the Lowell Rural Fire Protection District at 541-937-3393.
